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SLAVERY IN BRITISH INDIA. 


Srnce the publication of the last Reporter, two volumes of parlia- 
mentary Pee have been issued, in continuation of the documents 

resented to the House of Commons in 1838, on the subject of 
Ravety in British India. The first of these volumes (No. 238— 
1841) embraces the correspondence of the Directors of the East 
India Company with the local authorities in India, on the prepara- 
tion of a report on Slavery in India by the Law Commissioners— 
on the state of slavery generally—on the protection of slaves— 
on the power of correction possessed by a master over his slave 
—on objections to any legislative enactment defining the rights of 
masters—on the proposed law enacting that offences against 
slaves shall be punished in the same manner as offences committed 
against free persons—on the state of the law and practice relative 
to the sale of children in India—on debtor slavery in the 
Tenasserim provinces—on slavery in Assam—on the condition 
of the chermars, or rustic slaves, in Malabar—on the kidnapping 
of children in the Madras presidency—on the slave-trade in the Per- 
sian Gulf and Bombay—on the importation of African slaves into 
Cutch and the Portuguese settlements of Demaun and Diu—on 
defects in the existing law for the punishment of parties charged 


Bengal—the districts south, as well as east and north of the 
Ganges—Orissa, Behar, Oude, Allahabad, Agra, Delhi, Saugor, 
and Nerbudda territories, Kumaon, Assam, Arracan, the Tenas- 
serim provinces, Prince of Wales’s Island, Malacca, and pe 
pore, the commissioners say :—“‘It may be stated generally, 
that slavery prevails, more or less, throughout the whole of these 
territories ;” and in the more detailed account they say, “ it 
revails to a great extent in the northern and central divisions of 
Cuttack, articularly in the chukla of Bhudruck in the former, 
and the chukla of Jehazpore in the latter division.” One of the 
witnesses examined himself the owner of fifty slaves, stated that 
in those districts, a wealthy zemindar will possess as many 
as 2000 slaves; and it is stated that there are 200 or 250 
landholders who have that number each. In the province of 
Bengal south of the Ganges, they say that the slavery which 
“does exist appears to be almost exclusively of the domestic 
kind. This part of Bengal includes Midnapore, Hoogly, Burd- 
wan, Beerbhoom, Moorshedabad, twenty-four a the 
city of Calcutta, Nuddea, Jessore, Backergunge. “In the city of 
Calcutta. The majority of the Mohammedan, Portuguese, 
Armenian, Parsee, and Jew inhabitants possess slaves. ; 
“In the districts lying beyond the Ganges, slavery prevails to 
a great extent. In Chittagong all the Mohammedan es of 








with exporting slaves and free persons and selling them in a 
foreign territory, and on various other points arising out of the 
foregoing particulars, 

In this volume also we have the particulars of the emancipation 
of the East India Company’s slaves in Coorg. They amounted in 
number to 1115. Nearly two years after their liberation from 
bondage, the superintendent of Coorg, in a letter to the commis- 
sioner, dated 14th August, 1839, thus adverted to the conduct 
they had exhibited under their new circumstances :—“I have 
much pleasure,” he said, “in stating that I have not heard a 
single instance of any of the individuals who were emancipated 
from slavery at the beginning of the last year having misconducted 
themselves, as it was at first apprehended they would do. Indeed, as 
far as I can judge from what has fallen under m observation, I 
have every reason to believe that they are remarkably quiet, well- 
behaved, industrious people. A number have continued in the 
service of the ryots to whom they were formerly attached ; but 
it will be observed under the head of ‘house-tax’ in the accom- 
panying memorandum, that 383 families of them have, during 

€ past season, established themselves as independent labourers. 
Between 50 and 60 families cultivated on their own account 
small patches of land.” This is a cheerin account, and is a full 
proof that the Indian slave can a preciate his freedom, and make 
aright use of it too. We are Sosy to perceive that it is the 
intention of the Company to liberate the slaves they hold on their 
estates in Malabar. The number of men, women, and children 
who will thus ing? fe the blessings of freedom is reported to be 
2009. One thing, however, surprises us, that, although measures 
began tobe taken as far back as 1836 for the accomplishment of 
this important work, the gc before us do not indicate that it 
has been consummated. We hope it has taken place, although 
we have not any official notification of it, unless it be implied in 
the following extract from a revenue despatch to the government 
at Fort George, under date the 17th August, 1838, to the follow- 
ing effect :— We entirely approve this p: i g. and we desire 
that you will take into consideration without delay the means of 
extending a similar benefit to the slaves on the estates of private 
individuals in this and other districts,” Whether the latter pro- 
position was agreed to by the local authorities does not appear, 
though we Bove that on inquiry, we shall find the East India 

mpan not now possess a single slay 
ae from a warnallowed a@ source, spies — wad 
second volume (No. 262—1841) treats of the systems 
of slave ' and bondage prevailing in the territories “which 
were subject to the presidency of Bengal prior to the 








respectability possess slaves.” One of the witnesses, a landholder, 
stated that he had twenty-four Mussulman slaves ; and “ we 
are informed,” say the commissioners, “that the Hindoo slaves 
are even more numerous than those of the Moslem faith. 
“In Tipperah the slaves are supposed to constitute a fourth 
of the population.” A single family frequents genie from 
ten to twenty-five slaves, and Hindoos and Moham ans are alike 
slaveholders. ‘In Dacca Jelalpore most of the better class 
own slaves.” “In Mymensingh all the great Zemindars hold 
slaves in proportion to their wealth, who are settled upon their 
estates”? One landholder, whose agent was examined, possessed 
1400slaves. On many estatesthey compose the greater ogg the 
cultivators. Even persons of small means, such as clerks, “have 
generally five or six slaves.” In the district of Sylhet no just 
estimate can be formed of “the multitude of persons existing in 
that servile condition.” One witness, a Mussulman from that part 
of the country, stated that he had about 25 families of heredi r 
slaves” in one talook, and “about 120 families in another, 
Another witness, a Hindoo, stated that his “father, who is the 
roprietor of a small talook, owns about 75 families of slaves. 
o 1813 the slaves in Sylhet were’ estimated at one-sixth of the 
population, “they are now supposed to amount to nearly one- 
third.” In Rajeshahy ‘most persons of respectability, both 
Hindoos and Mohammedans, have domestic slaves. In Rung- 
pore and Gowalpara “ there are many slaves among 
the domestics, especially towards Assam, and every sgovae 
along the northern frontier, _ Amon the Garrows the 
slaves form “two fifths of the whole population. ’ In 
Dinagepore “the number of slaves is very small.” In Pome 
the slave population is esti by the pei me oe 
authority of Dr. Buchanan, at 24,560; it is probable, is _ 
the number is larger. “ In the districts mn prov 
of Behar slavery prevails to a great extent. 3 slaves 
is considered a mark of distinction.” In anager ee - 
ing to Dr. Buchanan, who made his surveys in we gt there 
were 131,280 slaves; in onan ys 2 17,736; in Suaees 
21,340, limits of the seve: icts, however, have since 


been altered. In Sarun “some of the great landholders have as. 


”? In Gornckpore, province of Oude, the slave 
ane io camel <A 1648, four-fifths of whom are ‘ 
8 iculture. In the provinces of Allahabad, Agra, and Delhi, 
we have very little information. Slavery exists “ p ally in 
the cities and towns,” and is supposed “ to be almost exdlndrely 
of the domestic kind.” In @ 
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be very few.” In Be “ most fornilies of respectabilit t 
pas fang In Bundeleund “ Hindoo slavery is very limited, 


but Mussulman slaves are common.” In Cawnpore domestic 
slaves are to be found in the families of Mohammedans. In Etawah 
“ many families of substance possess domestic slaves.” In Muttra 
the number of slaves is small. In A m “ mmaiy: A is confined 
to the houses of the wealthy.” In the districts of Barielly and 
Mooradabad “almost all families of respectability, especially 
Mohammedans, keep them.” In Saharungpore the number of 
slaves is said to be very trifling.” In the Delhi territory the 
number of slaves is stated to be confined to the city of Delhi, 
though in all the surrounding independent states, especially where 
the chiefs are Mohammedans, it is more common. In the Hur- 
rianah division the ~~ only possess a few slaves. In 1813, 
Sir Charles Metcalfe, then resident at Delhi, addressing govern- 
ment on the means of checking the traffic in slaves within the 
territory, observed, ‘‘ The natives of this country are undeniabl 
greatly addicted to the purchase of slaves, especially of the female 
sex ; some because slaves are kept at a less expense than other 
servants ; others for the sake of the privacy of the apartments of 
their wives ; others for the gratification of their own vicious pro- 
pensities ; others for the purpose of public prostitution. The 
will go to any expense, and run any risk to possess slaves.” This 
is the substance of the information furnished by the commissioners 
on the extent of slavery in Bengal. We regret much that these 
gentlemen were not able to ascertain the number of predial slaves 
in that presidency, though in some districts it is quite clear they 
abound. It will be our duty hereafter to inquire into the nature 
of their Paes ey maa with a view of ascertaining whether any 
ion of the sugar, rice, and cotton imported from British India 
into this country is the produce of slave labour. In the meantime 
we fear we must state it to be our impression that slaves are 
employed in the cultivation of these articles ; and that now the 
duties on sugar and rum, the produce of the East as well as the West 
Indies, are equalized, it becomes the more necessary that the 
oe ret this country should urge the abolition of slavery in 
India, not merely on the ground of its essential injustice, 
but as a duty which they owe to the sugar growers in our eman- 
ae as an example to the world. 
cannot follow the commissioners in our present number, 
ae. the various details they give of the origin of slavery in 
British India—of the castes to which Hindoo slaves usually belong— 
of the extent of the master’s dominion over his slave—of the modes 
in which slaves are employed—of the coercion used to enforce obe- 
dience or exact labour—of the food, clothing, and lodging of 
slaves—of the treatment and general condition of slaves, and of 
the moral evils connected with the system of slavery in that part 
. S Gasages of 4 3 and hor is the less necessity for doing 
as the digest of the parliamentary papers on these points 
contained in the eo entitled “ Sievers ant the Slave-Trade 
in British ’ which has been recently published, and which 
we have Li, 9 paneer to our readers, contains the pith 
of what they have collected and submitted to the consideration 
of the ent. Ofcourse we shall notice the additional evi- 
dence commissioners have collected on slavery in the presi- 
dency of Bengal, so that our readers may have the whole gy a 
por sre before them. We cannot, however, refrain from 
here, that one or two additional features of the system of 
Indian , not less hideous and brutal than those which mark 
the slavery of the United States, have been brought to light ; and, 
notwithstanding the attempt which is made to gloss over the evil, 
and the obstacles which are thrown inthe way of its abolition, we 
believe that, when the facts of the case are known, it will be 
impossible to screen it from universal execration, and from the 
doom it deserves. 

In su ing measures for correcting “ the abuses of slavery,” 
to use the expression of the commissioners, as though slave 
itself were not the greatest abuse, these gentlemen differ in opi- 
nion. Messrs. Cameron and Millett {would take from the mas- 
ters the power of punishment altogether ; but Messrs. Amos, 
Elliott, and Borradaile, were of opinion, that whilst the status 
of slavery remained, it would be inexpedient to withdraw from 
the masters the power of punishment, 

~The wedandial measures pro by Messrs. Cameron and 
Millett are as follows :—viz. 1. That if shall be unlawful for any 
free: m to become a slave by any means whatever. 2. That 
it: be lawful for any free person of full age to contract to 
serve another for life, or for any number of years. 3. That it 
shall be lawful for parents or guardians of minors to apprentice 
them till majority, or for a shorter period. 4. That all contracts 
under recommendations two and three shall be void upon the ill 
treatment or prostitution of the service or apprentice, and shall be 
void ab initio if made with a view to prostitution. 5. All con- 
tracts to be registered within a limited time by some public 
officer. fered sega raga of which there are five more 
relating — 0 condition, are mere adjuncts to the 
former which are here ( 


r ven. Their recommen as to 
are, 1, That it be unlawful for any m to acquire 
any slave, or to hire the services of any slave from his master, 


Te lp reece who are the issue of Hindoo, Mohammedan, or 
arsee. and mothers, 2. That any act which would be an 





ransferred for a limited time, shall be valid, unless it be made 

in wasting, and authenticated by some — officer, and unless 
it be made with the consent of the slave, if adult, or of his 
parent or natural guardian, ifa minor, 4. That no slave shall be 
sold by public authority in execution of a decree of court, or for 
the realization of a decree of court, or for the realization of arrears 
of revenue or rent. 5. That any slave who has been treated with 
cruelty by his master, or has become a common prostitute 
through the influence of her master, shall be entitled to emanci- 
pation, 6. ‘That any slave shall be entitled to emancipation, if a 
reasonable price be tendered to his master. 7. That whenever 
any slave is entitled to emancipation, the wife or husband, and 
the minor children of such slave, shall be free, provided they are 
slaves of the same master. 8. That any person exporting a slave 
by land from the British territory into those of any foreign power 
against the will of the slave, or removing a slave inst his will 
with a view to such exportation, shall be punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, 9. That any person who shall remove from the 
British territories any slave who may have taken refuge therein, 
or any slave whom he may have — into these territories, 
and who is unwilling to return, shall be punishable by fine, or 
imprisonment, Other recommendations incidental to some of the 
foregoing are noticed by the commissioners, but those quoted are 
the most material. 

The recommendation of the commissioners with respect to bonds- 
men are the following: viz. 1. That no right to the services of 
any bondsman shall be transferred without his consent. 2, That 
no right to the services of any child or other descendant, or of 
the wife of any bondsman, shall accrue upon the death of any 
bondsman to the person entitled to his services, notwithstandin 
any agreement to the contrary expressed or implied between the 
bondsman and the person entitled. 3. That all contracts of 
bondage shall be void upon the ill-treatment of the bondsman, or 
upon the ill-treatment or prostitution of the bondswoman, &c. 
For the prevention of the slave-trade, under the statute 5th 


George LV. cap. 113, the recommendations of the commissioners - 


are, 1. That the government of India should request the home 
authorities to cause commissioners of vice-admiralty to be sent to 
all places within the limits of the Company’s charter where there is 
a court of admiralty, and where no vice-admiralty commission 
exists, 2. That the government of India should request the home 
authorities to apply to parliament for an act declaring and enact- 
ing, or simply enacting, that the government of India, and the 
governments of Madras and Bombay, and of the Straits, shall 
exercise the same powers, as, by the above-mentioned statute, are 
to be exercised by the governors of any colonies, &c. a 
Her Majesty ; and that the officers of the East India Company s 
exercise the same powers, as by that statute, are to be exercised by 
Her on ay officers, civil and military. 

Messrs. Cameron and Millett add, * Several other measures 
have occurred to us which might perhaps contribute to secure 
both to master and slave, the benefits which each party looks for 
from that relation, which we nevertheless abstain from recom- 
mending. The reason is, that we are anxious the law should be, as 
far as ible, in such a state as to oppose no obstacle to the dissolu- 
tion of slavery, whenever it shall cease to be in accordance with 
the feelings of the people; and also in such a state as to oppose 
no obstacle to that change in the feelings of ee. 

The other commissioners, Messrs, Amos, iott, and Borra- 
daile, in a separate report, observe, that “ while they cannot 
concur in the observations and conclusions of their colleagues on 
some important points, yet they agree with them for the most 

in the opinions expressed, and the recommendations offered.” 
hey add, that “the main difference between them relates to the 
power of y peacon aye Pr eagee which - Pane rd slaves now 
possess and exercise, for the ng) enforcing their services, 
maintaining discipline Er them, and preventing their ab- 
sconding, the effect of that power, and the consequences of 
abolishing it.” They are unwilling to withdraw that power—the 
compulsory power of the masters over their slaves—and hint 
that compensation would be required, if it were done. But they 
think “the injury that would be most felt, arising from the 
relaxation of Tactolles among domestic slaves, and consequent 
disorder in families, would admit of no com tion, and there 
would be no other means of allaying the ntent which it is 
feared would be excited by a law calculated to produce such re- 
sults.” They concur with their colleagues in their recommen- 
dations respecting the slave-trade abolition act ; but not on “the 
importation and exportation of slaves to and from the British 
territories by land.” In other words, these gentlemen would not 
make the soil of British India sacred to freedom to fugitive 
slaves. In conclusion they say, “though they have maturely 
considered their various recommendations, they could have wished 
for some further time in order to explain and illustrate their 
sentiments more fully.” We could have wished it also, for 
certainly, at present, it is difficult to conceive how the learned 
commissioners could have arrived at the conclusions they appear 
to have reached. We must not, however, forget that these gentle- 
men have had the difficult task assigned them, of su i 
measures for “mitigating the state of slavery,” and for “ amelio- 
rating the condition of slaves,” a thing which we believe to be 
i ible. It must be cut up rootand ch ; for, so long as the 
thing is allowed to remain, Re = st fruits will remain also. 
What those fruits are we have occasion to see, when we 
=. a closer and more extended examination of the report 
re us. , , 7 : 
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The extent of slavery in the Saugor and Nerbudda territories 
cannot be ascertained. In Kumaon a census of the slave popu- 
lation has never been taken. We find, however, from the testi- 
mony of several natives, that “whoever has the means buys 
slaves”—that “ Brahmins, Dalaras, Daftries, Rajpoots, Sahukars, 
and other persons of respectability, have about twenty or twenty- 
five domestic slaves, male and female”—that “ persons of every 
class (Brahmin excepted) may be slaves ;” and that one class of 
the slaves named is, or domes) are emplo ed in agriculture, 
“ for the support of the country is therefrom.” In Assam the adult 
slave population is estimated to be about 11,000 or 12,000, of 
whom it is calculated about a quarter are married; allowing 
four births to one marriage, this would give altogether a slave 
' population of 27,000 souls.” Independent of these, there is 
another class amounting to about 3000 or 4000 in number, who 
have placed themselves under the protection of the great men of 
the province. Their state approximates to slavery. Arracan 
and the Tenasserim provinces, it is said, that “the system of 
holding the person in bondage is one of common practice in the 

rovince would seem to admit of no doubt ;” and that “ the inha- 

itants of this country advance money to men and women, and 
retain them as Slaves..... . This practice is the bane of the 
country.” We are further informed, that parents, to meet the 
demands of a creditor, will “ place their children in bondage ;” 
that they will sell them “ with a view to secure a retirement free 
from labour ;” that female children are “sold and bought to be 
maintained in a state of concubinage ;” that ‘‘ a husband, embark- 
ing in an adventure requiring a sum which he happens not 
to possess, pledges his wife as a bondmaidj’ to the individual 
from whom 7 ew: and that a father borrowing money to 
= with st an uncommon case) will make his child “ the 

ondsman of another.” These, among others, are the sources of 
slavery in those parts of our Indian empire. 

The latter part of the volume is taken up with correspondence 
on the subject of slavery in the Madras and Bombay presidencies, 
with illustrations of the proceedings in the law courts in which 
slaves have been tatedeatedl To this point we shall return here- 
after, though but little is added to our previous store of know- 
ledge. We are also furnished with further information on the 
slave-trade which exists in the Persian gulf, and are pleased to 
learn that his highness the Imaum of Muscat has enfered into an 
additional treaty with this country, which is likely to prove more 
efficient in its operation than that which previously existed, 
though we are. convinced that no measure short of the entire 
— of slavery in British India will destroy that nefarious 
traffic. - 

We regret to learn that an extensive slave-trade in the persons 
of children has recently been discovered in the Madras pre- 
sidency. For years it has been carried on without having appa- 
rently attoncted the attention of the authorities. It appears that 
a native vessel, called the Moydeen Bux, was discovered at Madras 
to have on board thirty-two children “of very tender age, none 
being above seven or eight years old, and seme apparently being 
no more than four years old.” These children, it was found ee 
examination, had either been bought, kidnapped, or obtained by 
fraud or force, somewhere in the neighbourhood of Bimli- 
patam ; :they were shipped at Calingapatam for Nagore; and 
the disgraceful practice of kidnapping and selling children haps 
prevailed for a length of time. It appears also, from the statement 
of one of the parties implicated in this transaction, that the 
children thus obtained have not only been disposed of at Nagore, 
but have been taken to Sumatra and other places, and sold into 
pers slavery! The wretches engaged in this traffic were to 

ve been tried for the offence ; but, through the culpable neglect 
or carelessness of the officer who drew the indictment, they 
escaped all punishment. 

Our readers will see from this glance at the eye recently 
printed by order of the House of Commons, to be followed by 
others givimg a more extended and particular account of slavery 
in Madras where preedial slavery exists to the test extent, 
and in its worst form), and also in Bombay (with which, per- 
haps, the African slave-trade has most prevailed), that they have a 
great work before them, and that no efforts must be spared to 
remove from British India the foul abomination of slavery, which 
degrades so many millions of their fellow-subjects which has 
now become the ey aisgti of our country, and which must be 
abolished to perfect the great work in which British abolitionists 
have been so long and so honourably engaged. 





Trixipap.—The following is the quantity of sugar shipped 
from the 1st of January to the 3ist of May, for each of the last four 
years :— 








Hhds. Tos. | Bris, 
1839 8,291 436 1,724 
1840 8,260 484 2,242 
1841 | 11,338 667 1.778 
t 

















The weather had been favourable for sugar-making on a majority of the 
estates. The crep was finished, but it is represented as "Tat from 
what was expected at the beginning of the year, which was attributed to 
the very wet weather last season, which had chilled the cane stools, and 
retarded their gcowth, 
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BRAZILIAN SLAVERY AND SLAVE-TRADE. 
To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter. 
London, 7th Month 26th, 1841. 


Srr,—Having just returned from a voyage to the Brazils, where 
I visited several of the provinces of that extensive empire, I am 
desirous of communicating, through the medium of the Anti- 
Slavery Reporter, some considerations on the system of slavery. 
téIn the course of my inquiries, I very soon discovered that the 
same baneful effects which slavery produces wherever it obtains, 
were eminently conspicuous in that empire: for the 

but lately emancipated from the tyranny of the Portuguese 
government (a t ny of the most i character, inasmuch 
as it mainly prohibited the education of the people), are the more - 
subjected to the demoralization of the system of slavery, which 
their Portuguese progenitors have entailed on them. They, 
indeed, shook off the death-bearing trammels of that mental 
slavery to which they themselves had been subjected ; but a strict 
adherence to humanity and justice in the preservation of the lives 
and property of their oppressors, prevented the Brazilians from 
severing from their social compact the people of that nation, many 
of whom are to this day the leading land proprietors, the influen- 
tial merchants, and the principal, if not almost the 
slave-traders. And such is the influence that the Portuguese 
portion of the inhabitants still possess, either by the power of 
wealth or the terror of the knife, that even now the efforts of their 
more liberal associates, the native Brazilians (amongst whom there 
are many abolitionists), to redeem their country from the thral- 
dom of slavery are thwarted. Redemption in such a state of 
things seems, to their understanding, hopeless, 

I have now before me a list of the movements of 260 slay 
which, since 1835, have sailed from Rio de Janeiro alone. 9 
these I found that 189 were Portuguese, 59 Brazilian, 11 Ameri- 
can, and 1 Hamburghese. Of the 59 Brazilian vessels 1 am 
informed that the proprietors were principally Portuguese. But, 
aahone: these are the direct workers of the traffic, they are not 
the only parties interested; for I am sorry to say that some 
English merchants are deeply concerned in the profits of the 
slave-trade. ’ 

The interest of the English residents in the traffic may be 
exhibited in various ways. Ist. In the wants created by the 
existence of such an extensive trade calling for merc of 
all kinds. 2nd. In the direct sale of lish manufactured 
cloths, technically called coast goods, 3rd. In direct agency. 
Of these the first “seems to be the least exceptionable, yet not 
without a heavy share of responsibility, inasmuch as the extensive 
credit given to purchasers enables them to turn their capital over 
and over again. Of this class I have heard of one firm which, on 
a conscientious principle, does not im coast goods ; and this 
house, as I am told, has a floating credit of £200,000. ; 

The second class, which actu imports coast goods, is prac- 
tically condemned by the house alluded to, as directly depending 
on the slave-trade ; for, if there were no criminality attending 
the importation of coast g why does conscience forbid that 

ble house to import them? This class has, like the first, 
the responsibility of giving extensive credit, but it has not the 
same plea, viz. “ that their customers misapply the funds if they 
purchase slaves with the proceeds ;” for these sell directly to the 
coast merchants, and the credit is amply sufficient to allow of the - 
slaves being imported and sold ere the |p toon ye becomes due. In 
illustration of this I would state, that I heard a slave-dealer (who. 
was a Portuguese), in copay with an Engli say that 
England was as much intere in the traffic as the Portuguese, 
for, exclaimed he, (whilst pointing at a quotation from our 
parliamentary papers, and striking his breast with great energy, ) 
“J did that myself.” On ing the sentence to which he 
referred, I found it to be an extract of Mr. Gordon’s letter to 
Lord Palmerston, whilst the former gentleman was in charge of 
the embassy at Rio de Janeiro, dated 4th mo. 21, 1838, “I 
regret to have to add that it ap probable shat een ae 
capital is therein, even directly. Indirectly many British 
houses in this city have, for some time past, greatly assisted en 
prises for the nefarious end. . Formerly, when it was believed that 
the risk of being taken by British cruisers was considerable, no 
merchant would sell the goods suitable for the African market 
unless he received ready money for them ; but, since it has been 
perceived that such risk is very small indeed, British houses have 
altered their rule in this res and they now allow the slave 
dealers to purchase such as they have need of on credit, the 
debt to be paid at the conclusion of the ion they were 
employed in.” The Portuguese compiler of the book in which 
this quotation was contained adds, that the English merchants 
enjoy the certain profits of the trade, whilst the Portuguese 
traders incur all the risk and danger. 

The third class, the direct agents, or consignees of vessels en- 
gaged in the slave ype he ge been disegvered. For 
when the Recuperador d for Africa witha cargo of I 
goods, the draw back was claimed by an English house. 
claim, however, was not admitted. .The vessel made three 
vo and was at length captured as a slaver by H. M.S. 
Grecian. ia stew merece, oe Suge ae i from Bahia, 
being loaded by an English firm of that city, for the coast.of 
Africa ; where she was captured by one of our cruisers, and © 
demned at Sierra Leone. 












* 





So much for the traffic in slaves. As regards the holding pe sas 
| property in man, I would at present merely state, that nearly all 
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the lish housekeepers are owners of domestic slaves, whilst 
Soares considerable pro rietors of estates. Amongst the latter. 
I would class the English fining Companies, five of which held 
2078 in 1840 :—viz., the Brazilian Imperial—the Brazilian Com- 
y—the Macaubas, or Cocaes Company—the Minas Geraes 
Gon the St. Joao del Rey Company. It is remarkable 
that razilian company is princi Diag emacs by two naval 
officers, who are its agents. These pure slaves, even Africans, 
whilst their brother officers serving in the British fleet are using 
every effort to suppress the trade. Surely this is a glaring incon- 
sistency, and no trifling cause for remark on the conduct of our 
government, by those who endeavour to prove that England is 


in the disgusting traffic in man. 
terested in 6 Groree Pitxinerton, 





TRADER. 
TO HOPE H, SLAUGHTER, SLAVE-TRADER, BALTIMORE. 


£ thou courteously allowed me, in company with my friend 
Soha G. Whittier, to yisit thy establishment in the city of Balti- 
4 more a few weeks since, I have often felt a desire to address a 
| few lines to thee. I need not perhaps say, that my feelings 
were painfully exercised in looking over thy buildings, fitted up 
with bolts and bars for the reception of human beings for sale. A 
sense of the misery and suffering of the unfortunate slaves who 
-have from time to time been confined there—of their separation 
from home and kindred—of the er prospect before them of a 
life of unrequited toil in the south and south-west, rested heavily 
upon me. I could then realize the true nature of the system of 
slavery. I was in a market house for human flesh, where 
humanity is degraded to a level with the brute ; and where 
children of our common Father in heaven, and for whom our 
blessed Redeemer offered —— atoning sacrifice of His blood, 
were bargained for and sold like beasts which perish. And when 

I ed thee as the merchant in this dreadful traffic, and 
h thee offer remarks which might be considered in some 
degree as an apology for thy business, calling our attention to the 
cleanly state of the apartments, the wholesome provisions, &c. ; 
and especially when I heard thee declare that thou hadst been 
Ke educated by a pious mother ; that thou wast never addicted to 
# swearing or other immoralities; that thy business was a 
et legalised” one ; that thou didst nothing contrary to law, and that, 
a} while in thy possession, the poor creatures were treated kindly, 
that families were not separated,* &c. ; I was glad to perceive 
some evidence that the nature of thy employment had not extin- 
ished the voice of conscience within thee. In thy sentiments, 
and in the manner of their utterance, I thought I could see that 
truth had not left itself without a witness in thy breast, and that 
a sense of the wrongfulness of thy occupation still disturbed thee. 

To thy remark that thy business was necessary to the system 
of slavery, and an essential part of it, and that, if slave-holding 
was to be justified at all, the slave- rade must be also, I certainly 
can offer no valid objection ; for I have never been able to discern 
any moral difference between the planter of Virginia and_ the 
slave dealer of Baltimore, Richmond, and Washington. Each 
has his part to act in the system, and each is necessary to the 
other ; and, if the matter in all its bearings were not painfull 
serious, it would be amusing to witness the absurd contempt wit. 
which the slave-owner of land or Virginia professes to look 
upon the trader, whose purchase of his surplus slaves alone enables 
him to retain the residue in his ion ; for it seems very 
evident that the only profitable part of the system in these states, 
at the present time, is the sale of the annual increase of the 
slaves. 

Tn passing from thy premises, we looked in upon the triennial 
convention of the Baptists of the United States, then in session in 
the city of Baltimore, where I found slave-holding ministers of a 
high rank in the church, urging successfully the exclusion from 
the missionary board of that society all those who in principle 
oe gorges were known to be decided abolitionists,-and the 

of their efforts satisfied me that the darkest picture of 

Slavery is not to be found in the slave-jail of the trader, but 

rather in a convocation of professed ministers of the gospel of 

Christ, expelling from the board of a society formed to enlighten 

the heathen of other nations, all who consistently labour for the 

_ overthrow of a system which denies a knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures to their millions of heathen athome! — 

But allow me, in the spirit, as I trust, of Christian kindness, to 
entreat thee not to seek excuses for thy own course in the evil 


* The latter remark of course applies only to the time they remained 
with thee ; for, on the day we visited thy establishment, a friend with 
whom I was dining informed me, that, a few days before, a woman and 
child had been sold-to thee, whose husband and father was a freeman, 
who, in his distress, had offered to bind himself for a term of years, in 
order to raise the sum, (I think 800 dollars);demanded for them ; but, as he 
had been unable to do so, my friend had no doubt they had been sent off 
with the very lot of slaves which we were told by thyself had just been 

_ forwarded to New Orleans from thy prison. Who is most guilty in this 
elous transaction, the slave-owner who sold thee the woman and child at 
‘thou, the rter of them for ever from their hush: 

of the mother and child at New Orle 
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may be-for ever separated from each other—or the citizen who, by 

_ orainfluence, creates and upholds enactments which legalise this monstrous 

_ system—is known only to Him before whom the secrets of all hearts are 
Sanaa, 7 — 








conduct of others. Thou hast already reached the middle period 
of life—the future is uncertain. By thy hopes of “th spear 
hereafter, let me urge thee to abandon this occupation. It is not 
necessary to argue its intrinsic wickedness, for thou knowest it 
already. I would therefore beseech thee to listen to that voice 
which, I am persuaded, sometimes urges thee to put away the evil 
of thy doings; to “do justly and love mercy,” and thus cease to 
draw down upon thyself the curse which fell upon those merchants 
of Tyre, “ who t ded in the persons of men. ‘ 

That these warnings of conscience may not be longer neglected 
on thy part, is the sincere wish of one who, while he abhors thy 
=e feels nothing but kindness and goodwill towards thy- 
self. Fats 

JosepH SturcE, 


of Birmingh E d. 
New York, 6th month 30th, 1841, isaac 





CUBA:—CORRESPONDENCE WITH LORD 
PALMERSTON. 


We have much pleasure in laying before our readers the follow- 
ing correspondence. 


27, New Broad Street, London, July 6th, 1841. 

My Lorp—In transmitting to your lordship a copy of docu- 
ments which have just been received from the island of Cuba, I 
am directed by the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, to express to your lordship the deep sense they 
entertain of the weight of obligation under which the great cause 
they are associated to promote is laid, by the promptitude and 
decision with which your lordship has forbidden British func- 
tionaries, in the Spanish colonies and elsewhere, holding slaves 
for any purpose whatever. The moral effect of this wise measure 
is already felt at Havana, and they trust in the Brazils also; they 
would therefore ction: f and respectfully unite in the suggestion 
of their correspondent, that no person be appointed to offices under 
the crown in countries where slavery and the slave-trade exist, 
who is not prepared, in the use of all legitimate and honourable 
means, to second the efforts of the home government and the 
people of this country, in their laudable design to terminate evils 
which have so long and so fearfully afflicted and degraded 
mankind. 

I have the honour to be, my lord, your lordship’s obedient 
humble servant, 


Rt. Hon, Lord Palmerston, &c. 


Foreign Office, July 13th, 1841. 

Srr—I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter to his lordship, enclosing a copy of 
documents on the slave-trade, recently received from the island of 
Cuba by the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, and suggesting that no person should be appointed to an 
office under the crown in slave-holding countries, who is not pre- 
pared to second her Majesty’s government in its efforts to suppress 
the slave-trade. 

And I am to request that you will express the thanks of Lord 
Palmerston to the committee for their communication of the 
documents transmitted by you, and that you will state to the 
committee that Lord Palmerston is sure her —— overn- 
ment will 4 fail to bear in mind the principle laid down in your 

O 


Joun ScoBreE. 


letter to his lordship. 
I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed ) LEVESON. 
John Scoble, Esq. 





= 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


' Subscriptions and Donations to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society may be forwarded to the Treasurer (G. W. Alexander, Esq.), 
at the Society’s Office, 27, New Broad Street, London. 

Communications for the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter also should 
be sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 


AnuticSlavery Weporter. 


LONDON, Jury 28ru. 























A West India mail arrived on Saturday. Partial drought of 
t severity still prevailed. The Barbados Globe supplies the 
following instances :— 
How they are suffering in Tobago from drought may be estimated on 
erusing the following extract. This island has suffered very severely 
a long protracted drought. For twenty years back no recolle¢tion of 
such a privation of rain subsists with the colonists. ‘The ground in ge- 
neral is caked, and the stunted vegetation parched up; whilst the atmo- 
sphere, chastened even by gusts of the northerly wind—unusually long 
revalent at this season—under the intensity of the sun’s rays feels, in the 
intervals of those gusts, in the more sequestered valleys and gulleys, like 
air from an oven. Looking from an eminence over an extent of low 
country, one sees rising along, in many directions, for miles pillars of 
smoke emitted from combustion nearly spontaneous in the brushwood ; 
whilst the summits of hills and their sides, nearly inaccessible by human 
beings, are dotted over with similar fires, which rapidly course along, 
leaving marks of desolation in their track. These indications, we fear, 
forespeak sad short-comings of crops for this, as well as the next year’s 
export, 
Sur Grenada advices are also coloured with the shade of melancholy, 
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more or less pervading the public prints in consequence of the suffering 
produced from the tons continued drought. A co dent of the St. 
George’s Chronicle, of the 1st May, writes that the island was in a miser- 
able state. The few people remaining were ei in digging pits to 

t alittle water, ‘so as to keep body and soul together e cattle 

ying off, and the labourers escaping to Trinidad ‘as fast as the vessels 
pie | carry them.’ These accounts were from Caracaou, and the writer 
adds, that ‘the good people of St. George’s could not confer a greater act 
of charity, than by sending over a few ships’ load of water.’ From the 
then indications, there did not seem to be any prospect of an early change 
in the weather. 


We perceive by the Barbadian rs, that Sir Eyan Murray 
Mc. Gregor, late governor of Barbados is dead. His Excellency 
died, it appears, after a-short illness. For several years he has 
been in feeble health, supposed to have arisen from the wounds 
he-had received in the military service. To this feebleness of 
health we attribute the weakness of purpose which for some time 
past marked Sir Evan’s career, and which brought him into 
general disrepute with the coloured population of the island. His 
successor, we trust, will be a man of firmness, intelligence, and 
decision, who will not allow himself to be governed by the little 
clique who have so long and so injuriously ruled the colony. 

Tue French government has adopted the strong, but necessar 
measure of dissolving the pre BO 9 council of Guadeloupe ; and, 
consequently, the commission of its delegate, M. Granier Cassag- 
nac, the great enemy of the blacks, is revoked. He has recently 
arrived in Paris, after an unfortunate excursion to Hayti, and a 
hasty touch at the British West India islands. This is the gen- 
tleman who stated, at a public dinner at Demerara, his belief that 
the negros were brutes and not men. He now says he is a con- 
vert to the necessity of abolishing slavery. 

It appears that the two councils of Guadeloupe have sent home 
their respective opinions on the question of emancipation. The 
secret: council have arrived at the conclusion that this measure 
may be ee. effected ; the colonial council are abso- 
lutely opposed to it. This just represents the difference between 
the planters and the government. The French minister has 
eae the favourable opinion of the secret council to be pub- 

ed. 





Ir has been privately known that Her Majesty’s government have 
been negociating with that of Spain for the purchase of the islands 
of Fernando Po and Anna Boy, on the coast of Africa. We are 
now enabled to state that the purchase has been effected, for the 
sum of £50,000. These islands command the mouths of the 
Niger, and afford the utmost facilities for whatever can be done 
for Africa by means of that river. 


A fortnight ago we were permitted to congratulate ourselves 
‘on the vote of the United States Congress, by which the gag on 
anti-slavery petitions was withdrawn. The gleam of common 
sense in this enlightened body has been of short duration. The 
vote has been reconsidered, and repealed ! 





WE scarcely need direct attention to the summary, which ap- 
pears in our columns to-day, of the parliamentary papers just 
printed on the ee of slavery in the East Indies. i addition 
we may here say that the practice of kidnapping the Coolies is by 
no means atanend. We may be able to give in our next the 
particulars of a case in which thirty were discovered on board a 
ship, and happily released. 





We have seen in the Morning Herald an article on slavery in 
the Spanish colonies, extracted from a French periodical, La 
Revue des deux Mondes. ‘This work is the organ of the pro- 
slavery party in France, and is in the pay of the planters. The 

ublication of the article, however, is a cheering token of the 
interest which the question of Spanish slavery is exciting, and an 
instructive illustration of the method in which those argue who 
are determined to support it. No one at all acquainted with the 
subject will be misled by its misrepresentations and false reason- 
ing; while enough is admitted in it to authenticate the view 
which the friends of humanity have given of this atrocious system, 
and to confirm their resolution to effect its overthrow. 





WE direct Ns ere attention to a paper—the first of a series— 
from Mr, Pilkington, who has just returned from an extensive 
tour in Brazil, undertaken with a view to the collection of facts 
in reference to slavery and the slave-trade there. In his suc- 
cessive communications he may be expected to make a valuable 
— to our correct and authentic knowledge on this important 
subject. 





Srerra Leone.—The state of things in this settlement is thus 
described by the recent emigrants “to British Guiana, some of whom are 
acquainted with individuals in the African regiment lying at Demerara. 
They say that they are laying out the land in large estates for the growth 

-of colonial produce, and that the natives from the Bullom country, the 
Mandingos, Canga, and Foulahs, are pouring into Sierra Leone across the 
‘boundaries for work :—that, by these large estates being formed, they have 
been obliged to give up the ground they hitherto held, and to dathee far- 
ther into the interior, near to the mountains—that, rather than do this 
they resolved to emigrate, and that there are thousands who will do the 
same. They state that provisions are very cheap at Sierra Leone, and 
that they can earn only 4d, per diem for agricultural labour, 








THE BRITISH EMIGRANTS TO JAMAICA, 
THE Baptist Herald contains the following affidavit :— 
Jamaica, ss. : 

Patrick Tomlinson, a native of Drogheda, Ireland, and Henry W. 
a native of Somerton, County of Somerset, England, state, that they were 
induced to come out to Jamaica as emigrant labourers, from the fair pro- 
mises made to them by the agent for emigrants in London, named Hen- 
dricks, that they should have liberal wages, kind treatment,! and be 
located in a healthy situation, cool and salubMous, in the mountain districts, 
with many other inducements, as stated in a printed paper now in their 
possession. Instead of which they were offered wages quite insufficient 
to keep themselves and families—for instance, 1s. 6d per day for an able 
— ; which, considering the high price of the necessaries of life in 

amaica, is not equal to 9d.at home. In short, they find to their grief that 
they have been quite deceived in every pc sega sh and are now threatened 
to be made to pay their passage out ; and they view such conduct as a base 
attempt to make them political white slaves (so they express themselves). 
And further add, that, had they been aware of the usage they have met 
with since their arrival, they would rather have suffered death at home 
than have come out. 

All of which is the truth, so help us God. 
H. WEECH, 
his 
P. * TOMLINSON. 
Sworn before me this 5ist May, 1841. mark. 
Josern Sotomon. 
Witnesses to the above being the voluntary declaration of the Subscribers, 
Epwarp Evans, Davin Expr, Corin McKewziz. 


In reference to the case of these men, and the emigrants gene- 
rally, the same paper has the following remarks, under the title 
What is to be done with the deceived emigrants ? 


We are induced to propose this question from an interview we have just 
had with two poor but noble fellows, who have waited upon us to state 
how they have been deceived, and to ask what they areto do. Theirnames 
are Henry Weech, from Somerton , Somersetshire, and Patrick ‘Tomlinson, 
from Ireland, brought here by the ship Etheldred. 

It appears from their own statement, as well as from the remarks pub- 
lished by the West India Immigration Society which will be found in 
another part of our paper, that they expected constant employment, good 
wages, a cottage and provision ground, while every possible attention was 
to be paid to their health and comfort. With these proposals the poor 
fellows were naturally taken, and no doubt expected a from the state- 
ments of those wholesale murderers who have deceived them, they had a 
right to expect) they would find in this island ‘peace and plenty. But 
how woefully they have been mistaken! Good wages to an Irishman or 
Englishman is never less than 3s. or 4s. per day ; guess than the surprise 
od indignation of Henry Weech and Patrick Tomlinson, when they found 
that good wages in Jamaica consisted of 1s. 6d. per day, while they were 
to have the privilege of paying rent for their cottages, and finding their 
provision grounds where they could. 

Those of our readers who know anything of the feelings of the English 
and Irish peasantry will not be surprised, that, under these circumstances, 
and for such wages, they refused to work, declaring that they would rather 
go into the bush and feed upon vas; and we commend them for 
their determination. Finding that this was to be their treatment at Hyde 
Estate, they came back to Falmouth, and stated positively that they would 
not work for the above wages. With a view of striking terror into their 
minds, they were told that, if they would not engage themselves, they 
would break their agreement, and would then have to pay the whole of the 
expenses incurred in en them out. To this they nobly replied, that, 
as the party who engaged them had deceived them, they did not fee? 
bound to fulfil their engagement ; and here again they were right, and have 
our commendation. But the question is, what is to be done with them ? 
If they will not work for is. 6d. per day, can any of our readers tell us 
where they can get more, or what they are to do fora living? Are we to 
see our countrymen duped by unprincipled men, and be obliged to tell them 
they can obtain no redress, they cannot be sent back, but must stop and 
starve, and die in our streets? That they have been deceived—shame- 
fully deceived, the printed statement shows, and those whose names 
thereon appear as a committee stand charged before the face of the British 
nation with deception of the most cruel kind. They knew that the English 
peasant would not consider one shilling and sixpence per day be wages, 
and they penned and sanctioned the statement with a view to deceive, and 
they have succeeded admirably ; hundreds of poor deluded creatures have- 
found their way to our island, and have been sent to a jail instead of a cot- 
tage, and met with insult and lying instead of kindness and truth. And 
what has been the consequence? y, already the green grass has begun. 
to grow over their heads. Disappointment seized them—a consciousness’ 
of having been deceived stung them to the heart ; and, finding themselves ir 
a strange land, without food or clothing, they ery on of home—they 
aauet over their desolate condition—they cursed their murderers, and 
they died. Sorry indeed are we to write thus, but duty compels us, The 
disconsolate looks of those lately arrived, the weeping of the widow and 
the sighing of the orphan, have not yet reached, neither will they ever 
reach, those who haye betrayed them to misery. They are still urging and 
pushing onward the murderous—the body and soul destroying system, as 
if they were determined to be revenged on the living for those who have. 
been brought to misery by their deceit and fraud, and have been killed by 
disappointment and ee What is to be done with those who liye, 
and who by their looks, and by their resort to the rum bottle, tell how much 
they feel, and how deep their misery? We know not what to advise them. 
To tell them to submit to oppression, and bow their necks to those who so» 
long insulted the negro race, we dare not—the voice of nature and tle 
voice of God forbid us to do this. To see our countrymen die with dis- 
appointment is painful—to see them die of starvation is horrid—to see 
them driven by desperation to the worst of crimes is heart-rending ; but. 
all these shall come to pass before we tell Englishmen and Irishmen to 
submit their necks to be trodden upon by the proud, tyrannical, and blood~ 
thirsty planter. * * * * 





We most respectfully, yet earnestly, call the attention of his Excellency. a Ae 
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to the state of the i in this island, and we implore him | Friends, who came here from Baltimore, the n ity i i 
to put « stop to this sbomiaatle snd disgusting trickery. "A more decep- | it was esongly urged by them. san”? vs Necesstd of doing away with 
tious system wes never invented, and the safety of the colony, as well as Strongly pressed, however, as the governor is with the ity of 
the wickedness it involves, demand its instant annihilation. t its advo- | a change in this Sestak thacyotem, there are very great difficulties attendi 
cates, if they dare, show its present actual state—let the number of deaths, | it, which it will be u to state here, but for which the employer 
Gi pnd ey int eof ge, ed td cn | aes Sd omy, ia Beolnay nul dere sa 
as its ori > vee as 
from the ghastly spectacle. The African slave-trade was bad enough, but | be left to find their own level?” ns Ces Of labour. These must 


t of cruelty in it to which that had no claim, while the . . gigs 
eet er aeaet sree receive from some of the petty despots in That the same light is breaking in upon the “ proprietors, 











is 
je the deluded wre : 

‘a power is enough to arouse the feelings of the most misanthropic. We Gunagers, and others interested in the agriculture of” British 
i. refer in this to the treatment of the two men from Hyde. e are not | wana, ‘tue from 4 petition from this c of persons which 
4 rant of the blustering and tyranny of the alien Jack in office who is | bas just been presented to the governor of that colony. These 


OS ted their protector here, and he may rest assured that he will not emen, it appears, are now desirous of “ renderi 
. cones pasted te treat Britons as if rd were the scum of the earth, as dependent u immigration,” the ‘teitinss otfekins te 
; ae The deluded victims we pity and will relieve as far as we can. Let our | find “ press heavily on the colonial treasury.” With this oof 
La anti-slavery friends in England demand the inquiry we-implore, and this | they acknowledge their past errors. The petition “ fully 
a wholesale nuisance will cease. A vessel ought instantly to be chartered | sheweth,” that the petitioners, “ having acquired ora 
by the government to take back the delud 4 victims of avarice that are yours experience of Paty working of the system adopted oh ors 
starving on our shores. or the management of plantations in this colony after the she. 
: lition of the apprenticeship, are firmly imp with the con- 
B _ | Viction that a radical error was committed in retaining the 
| THE PLANTERS OF TRINIDAD AND BRITISH custom of giving to agricultural labourers their houses and pro- 
GUIANA. vision grounds rent free, with sundry other ‘ allowances and 
Jusr views in relation to the treatment of the labourers are mak- | ™4ulgences,’ which ought, for the mutual interest of employer 
at ing decided progress in the colonies we have named above. With and labourer, to have expired with the apprenticeship. 
a t to Trinidad, we have to refer with pleasure to a corres-| . That, guided by experience, your petitioners are fully con- 
dence which has taken place between the governor (Sir H, | Vinced, that it is most desirable to render the labourer wholly inde- 
cLeod) and Mr. Burnley. In writing to his Excellency on | Pendent of any claim upon his employer, except for the money 
behalf of the agricultural and emigration society, this gentleman | *@/ue of his labour ; and that the sooner he is thrown upon his 
oF expresses the following just and important sentiments. ineid cr to hey ly eer with house, food, and all 
; I beg the liberty of stating to your Excellency, e I have now passed saa the somantenity . ‘- oe: it will be for himself, his employer, 
oe | abo onth in the colony since my retura from Europe and the PN + obs A : 
United States, and clesrlyporeeivo, from the best observations and inguir | pour after the abolivns of the opreatiocdne Seas 
+ * * > . Tre a 
ries I have been enabled to make, that the most injurious consequences will first eagerly desired, and sometimes insisted upon » the employer, 


ensue to the labouring classes, unless the present system of gratuitous - : r 
allowances, in the shape of houses, provisions, and spirits, is put an end to. have proved, in almost every instance, practically useless and 


e In consequence of paying no rent for his house, the labourer feels that he unsatisfactory to both parties. p 

ae. heen right of scinennes residence in it ; he views it only as a temporary “That the ‘allowances and indulgences’ adverted to having 
shelter, not as a fixed home ; and, as he finds that he can change it when- | been always considered as so much additional to the money price 
; ever he pleases, and obtain another elsewhere on the same easy terms, he of agricultural labour, your petitioners are quite prepa to 
4 ires restless habits, feels independent of the good will of his maplere, acknowledge the claim of the labourer to an increased money rate 
‘ and entirely neglects the cultivation of vegetables, or the raising of small | of wages, fully equivalent to the value of the old allowances, as 
a stock, notwithstanding their present exorbitant price and the abundance | com tion for their withdrawal.” 

ee of spare time at his disposal. By the adoption of a moderate charge for this is sound sense and discretion, and we sincerely con- 
<t rent, adequate only to the cost of the house and land provided for him, he ala : la hei ° . 

st . , ; ; gratulate the Guiana planters on their arrival at it. Let 
fe _ will probably begin to attach some value to a residence for which he pays them allow us, however, in a spirit of sincere kindness, to call 
a consideration, and will gradually see the advantage of making himself sho 23, tegen oe thei bc : Boe 

’ their attention to one clause in their petition, which seems to us 


tly settled and comfortable. rae ; : b A 
The distribution also of salt provisions, flour, rice, &c., tends to create | t© indicate a lingering remnant of erroneous views. It is the 


unthrifty habits. The labourer receives them, not in proportion to his following :— EN ; 
wants or the extent of his family, but in pragection to the he he may | . “ That the value of the privileges proposed to be withdrawn, and 
perform. He frequently may receive more he actually requires but | the rate which the landlord can in fairness claim for interest of 
if the surplus does not constitute an aijest of easy and sale, it will, | capital invested in houses, and the contingent expenses of repairs, 
of course, be wastefully dis of. By suppressing all allowances, and | &c., be carefully estimated by referees in whom all classes of the 
charging a moderate rent for his house, a higher rate of money wages | community may repose confidence, in order that, while disclaiming 
and would be cheerfully paid by the geoprietee. The labourer | all desire to fix by tariff certain prices for the various descrip- 
“es sage oe zesemne aap in pro n ak <3 _ gets Op would | tions of labour, something like ~ approach to sc Weird ma a 
purchase e quantity and quality of eve cle he might desire. ttained i gulating wages and rent.upon the adopti 
But of all, the etecces pss ~~ rum is the most ———— pe = » sp) ais sla 
in its accompanying circumstances, and the most alarming in its future | "This hankering after “an approach to'uniformity” in wages and 
consequences immediatly checked, wilbeprofucive of the| sent fy what we egret. In te Ast place, the dee wer euch 
As the commutation which I have suggested requires the substitution page pee a Sage Ptagscan Pony itt yy iP ore om : ho » the 
of an increased money rate of wages in lieu of “ pac opicae = * pf 8 ie "of gover thing which is f be sold is its real ie, 
Joe Excellency will Teadily perceive the siie Uropristors ahewe, ‘Tade. | and that which ought to be given for it. As no seller ought to 


selves to its being effected by any effort of the proprietors alone. Inde- , me 5 
pendently of the distrust which, for a series of years past, has been syste- | expect more for it, so no buyer ought to wish it for less, In the 
matically infused into the minds of the labourers of these colonies (by | next place, we should not think such uniformity desirable, even if 


those who have assumed to themselvesexclusively the title of the friends of | it were right. If labour is of different values at different places, 

the negros); as to the motives and objects of every effort of the planters, | it is better for all parties that those different values should be 

which constitutes at the present moment a great and unfortunate barrier to | paid. A forced uniformity could have no other effect than, either 

the imptovement of our free-labour system by any exertions of the latter, | to enable some persons to get labour at less than it is worth, or to 

a4 it is clearly advantageous that a third and disinterested party should inter- | constrain others to give for it more than it is worth ; the former 

: vene between them and the labouring class, for the satisfactory adjustment | peing an injury to the seller, and the latter to the buyer. In the 

of this question. And when it is further considered that the charge pro- third lace, we are sure that the desired uniformity can never, as a 

posed age 4.50 to many to involve in some degree the abandonment of nae and permanent condition be produced. By whatever forces 

a fraps anagr hag tos require, I ako oe ft may be constrained for a moment, there are causes which will 
ESS ESS ei ae th gr opt de | ont he oe and nes ho 

ed the greater will be the difficalty in accomp: o* and its price will fall; and on the other, in places where labour 

It affords us additional pleasure to say that these sentiments | may thus be depressed below its market value it will become 

are echoed by the colonial secretary, replying to Mr. Burnley on | scarce, and its price will rise. It is a Jaw’in this case, and no 

behalf of the governor, as follows :— ingewaity ean long evade it, that planters everywhere must buy 

So mt ttm acon ome Me ae aca a 

: : he f labour in kind—that is supply an in spite of them, on every 

er Roeper. go. Baril: . “id : plaatetion in the colony, every day in the year. In the last place, 


allowance of houses, grounds, provisions, and spirits. 
From the moment of Ge ihothion of detect his Excellency always | there can be no doubt that, whatever degree of uniformity may 


viewed this as an unsound practice ; but, in his endeavours to obtain an | be possible, it will establish itself without any measures being 
alteration of the he was told that the people had been so long in | taken for this purpose. However dissimilar prices may be at a 
the habit of living in the house as their own property, that anything in the hag moment, if those diversities arise from unnatural causes, 













































shepe of sont would ce discontent. ; will soon disappear, and such “an approach to uniformity” 
ith regard of provisions and rum, his Excellency appre- | 4. Bas co nd ek the actual determttatng elements of the 


subject, ed Bxsellenc with you tp the view cn fd that the planters in Guiana would relinquish all bow 
_ oonelfins r : reling care about 
thi jet, " Ip pet te ad yontnte % bette uniformit ty of wages. They i mae fe do, we think, but to 
‘The allowance of varti iversally represented | give everywhere the et price bour. 
tothe governor as denordning in te eked poy a conversation Y Bithoogh not indicated in their petition, we shall here add a 
_ which his Excellency lately had with three gentlemen of the society of | remark on the unjust and impolitic course which has been pur- 


vith re to pro + 
hends they are given only Rn a a, it British Guiana, at least to | Co. will t without effort. We earnestly wish, therefore, 
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sued for the last two years by the combined court, in reference to 
the taxation of the colony. They are progressively diminishing 
the taxes on land and its staple produce, and We patcays sree 
on the necessaries of life. other words, Neg er ieving 
the small body of gr aoe by throwing the on the 
community at large, that is to say, chiefly on the omcesget b 
On these general taxes they are at this moment chargi 
enormous amount of £104,000 for facilitating the introduction of 
labourers, and to pay for a canal excavator! This method is as 
preposterous asit is unjust. Ifthe price of food is enhanced, so of 
course must he the wages of labour. Yet the Guiana planters are at 
once making food dear, and complaining of high wages! This 
ou on common sense is well exposed b colonial secre- 
tary, Mr, Young, in the following extract of his speech on the 
budget, on the 7th of June last. 

In a country like this, where the rate of wages is justly complained of 
by the employer as exorbitant, but where the labourer as justly avers 
them to be no higher, in comparison with prices, than in the neighbouring 
colonies, nothing but some strong necessity should induce us to levy 
duties on the necessaries of life. his necessity, at least to the extent of 
£104,000, would cease, if the landed interest would but bear its own just 
burdens The taxes on plantains, flour, corn, beef, pork, malt liquors, and 
clothing, might be greatly reduced, and possibly altogether repealed. But, 
sir, the scheme of ways and means introduced by the chairman of the 
committee, is distinguished beyond its predecessors by fresh items of 
taxation, which, bearing in mind the outcry against high wages, whether 
viewed as tending to increase the price of necessary articles of consump- 
tion, or considered in connexion with our sacrifices to procure labourers, 
appear to me to be the greatest solecism in political economy of which 
this court was ever deliberately invited to be guilty. 

The two descriptions of flour are taxed, one 33 per cent., and the other 
50 per cent. higher than last year; rye flour, 70 per cent. higher; beef 
and pork, 50 per cent.; corn meal, 600 per cent; fish, 600 per cent. per 
quintal ; and, in addition to the tax already existing on plantains grown 
et aon the colony, you are now imposing a prohibitory duty on foreign 
plantains. 





VALUE OF PROPERTY IN BRITISH GUIANA. 
DESPATCHES FROM GOVERNOR LIGHT TO LORD JOHN RUSSELL. 


Government House, Demerara, ist August, 1840. 

My Lorp—In connexion with the prosperous condition of the monetary 
system published by the Directors of the British Guiana Bank, whose 
report I have had the honour of transmitting, I am induced to draw your 
lordship’s attention to some late sales of estates here, which certainly do 
not indicate any want of confidence in the future agricultural prospects of 
the province. : 

antation Richmond, in Essequibo, was, or is to be, bought by the 
attorney and manager for thirty-six thousand pounds sterling. This son, 
in the beginning of 1839, sent me in a long calculation which he was 
about to transmit to the proprietor in England, wherein he pretended to 
prove, that, according to expenses,'produce, and sales, in three years from 
that period the estate must be abandoned. 

Rome and Houston, two estates adjoining each other, were bought from 
the proprietor in England, Mr. Hyndman, under the impression, that the 
colony was ruined, for thirty-six thousand pounds, which was afterwards 
increased voluntarily by the purchaser to forty thousand pounds. Had it 
been put up to sale here it would have brought fifty thousand pounds, the 
present holder having been offered ten thousand pounds for his bargain. 
Under the present owner these estates will produce at least one thousand 
ae neg of sugar, when, for the last two years, mismanagement had 
reduced the produce to at least one-half. 

Plantations Montrose and Ogle, the joint property of Messrs, Shands of 
Liverpool and the heirs of a Mr. Simson, were yesterday sold at public 
vendue. The former estate, though, according to Mr. Arrindell, its attor- 
ney, it was one that proved the ruin of the agricultural interest in the 
colony, was bought by Sir Michael M‘Turk for thirty-eight thousand five 
hundred pounds, to be paid within the year, with interest from the day 
of sale on bills at three, six, and nine months. Mr. Shand himself, the elder 
partner of the house, was present at the sale, and declared that he would 
prove by his books, that the estate last year had, notwithstanding the 
unfavourable season, cleared twelve and a-balf per cent. on its outlay, and 
he himself bid thirty-eight thousand pounds sterling, when it was knocked 
down to Sir Michael M*Turk. 

Plantation Ogle, the latter estate, sold for twenty-six thousand pounds, 
and was bought by the house of Anderson and company, resident mer- 
chants, on the same terms of payment, which are considered ready money. 

With such facts before your lordship, there is no reason to place entire 
confidence in the predictions of ruin. It is very certain that, without 
additional hands, the estates will have diminished crops; but, so long as 
high prices are obtained, that diminution ought not to excite the constant 
expressions of discontent at the agricultural J esa ges of the colony. 

have, &c. 


Signed, : Henry Licat, 
Right Hon. Lord Joka Waasell; &e. 
Government House, Demerara, 5th August, 1840. 

My Lorp—I had the honour of mentioning to your lordship, in a pre- 
ceding despatch, the sales of certain estates in this province, as a proof 
that confidence in the existing state is not impaired, 

I am desirous of bringing to your lordship’s notice, some facts connected 
with the late purchases, and to mention another purchase, which will 
prove what may be done even with diminished hands. 

The estate Montrose, was held between the Shands of Liverpool and a 
Mr. Simson, On the death of the latter some three or four years ago, his 
share fell to several heirs, his children or relations, amongst whom it was 
to be divided. It was io. Oe to value the estate; appraisers were 


appointed, and the price they set on it was £26,000. This wes previous to 
any thought of emancipation; one of the rs wished to be the 


haser. The selling, or rather the heirs of Simson, considered 
the price too low, and Sir Mic M‘Turk was requested to value it. He 
considered its value to be £38,000, but I believe was not then able to 
purchase it. The emancipation took place, and the estate remained unsold, 
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and certainly mismanaged ; though there was clearly no cause for dis- 
content, when it produced twelve and a-half per cent, in a bad year, 

One of the most outrageous of my opponents bid £37,000 for it, Mr, 
Shand £38,000, but it was finally knocked down to Sir Michael M‘Turk 
for £38,500. 

Sir Michael was consistent, and thinks he has a . 

In June or July, 1838, while the emancipation on the ist August, was 
in debate, he was applied to, to appraise an estate called Profit; he fixed 
£8000 (which nobody would give) as its yalue; he purchased at that 
price ; in the two years since the ist August, he has cleared £4000 by the 


preduce, and concluded a bargain with Messrs. Glens, which I learnt - 


yesterday from the younger brother, to sell the estate for £16,000; thus 
clearing in two years £12,000, 

The epegere a of what I have written were given me yesterday by 
Sir Michael M‘Turk, and I have had his authority to repeat them to your 
lordship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Henry Liour. 

The Right Hon. Lord John Russell, &c. 


Government House, Demerara, 5th September, 1840, 

My Lonp—Every additional fact proving the stability of confidence in 
the. prospects.of the colony, ought to be made known to your lordship, 
I therefore transmit a copy of a written statement handed to me yesterday 
by Mr. James Glen. 

In this you will find that in 1837, plantations Schoon, Oord, and Kitty, 
were on the point of being purchased by his brother and himself, when 
anticipated emancipation was not mooted, for £53,000 the rs and 
contracts ready for signature, when the purchase was abandoned, by the 
widow of the late owner being unwilling to sign. 

On the 15th and 17th of last month, these estates were appraised con- 
jointly by Messrs. Glen, Croal, and Colin Simson, (the two latter, the 
determined opponents of all my views of the prosperity of this province, 
and of all my acts ; who have considered me an enemy to that prosperity, 
because I will not join in the senseless outcry that party has chosen to 
raise) at a value far exceeding the sum at which they were estimated in 
1837, and which was then considered a high valuation, though three years 
and upwards of coerced labour was supposed assured to the estates 
which are now for sale, for the benefit of heirs. 

In addition to the late sales of estates, to which I have in my last 
despatches drawn your lordship’s attention, plantation Belair on the East 
coast, a small, and to my knowledge an unprofitable estate, has been pure 
chased for £20,000 sterling, by the brother-in-law of Mr. Rose, manager 
of the Colonial Bank, and if report be true, at his recommendation. 

Without assuming any great merit for my determined opposition to the 
predictions of ruin to the colony, I think the proprietors in England, and. 
in this colony, ought to appreciate the sincerity of my statements and 
opinions, Had Mr. Hyn , the ——— of Rome and Houston, 
given eredit to my opinions, and not been led away by those of his attorney, 
who, after mismanaging those estates and depreciati g their value, wen 
home to purchase them, a fact notorious in this co gu these estates, 
most probably at this moment, would have realized double the sum for 
which they were sold, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Henry Licut. 
The Rt. Hon. Lord John Russell. 





SLAVERY IN THE SPANISH COLONIES, 


From an article in La Revue des Deux Mondes to which we have 
elsewhere referred, we make the following extracts. Surely we 
may say, Out of thine own mouth will I condemn thee! 


Let the holy man of Chiafra* pardon me, the slavery which he im- 
ported was a deplorable gift for Havana! Having become a gigantic 
tree, it now bears the bitter fruits of its origin; but it cannot be cut down 
witbout the risk of being overwhelmed beneath it, Besides this, it is, 
by the excessive expense which it occasions, a principle of permanent 
ruin, The labour of freemen would not only be an element of greater 
wealth, but more solid. If the conditions of the treaty were rigorously 
observed, and colonization were encouraged with activity an rse- 
verance, the extinction of slavery could be operated without shock and 
without damage. : 

One of the saddest consequences of slavery is, that it swallows up 
physical labour. Agriculture being the first and the most general. re- 
source of the working classes, the excess of the European population ig 
directed in preference to a country which offers them good wages, rather 
than proceed to the cold egy of North America. But no sooner do 
European labourers arrive thew Sey" themselves confounded with a 
race of slaves, their pride recoils—they blush at the affront, and in their 
turn endeavour to be served by slaves, The first use which a 
labourer makes of his little savings is to purchase a negro, at first with 9 
view of diminishing his own labour, and afterwards to be rid of the shame 
of working with his own hands. Thus at all epochs the same abuses have 
developed the same passions; and our manners, even in the nineteenth 
century, bear much resemblance to those of the Greeks, the Romans and 
the feudal ages. ; 

It is worthy of remark that the Creoles in our colonies exhibit more 
humanity towards the negros than Europeans. A Creole slayve-owner is 
much kinder to his slaves. Although acting towards them with all the 
proper authority of a master, he blends with that authority a kind of 
paternal solicitude, which fails not of its effects on their minds. The 
European, who brings with him to Cuba all the refined notions of his 
country, begins by showing towards the slave a kind of exalted pity. He 

from that to contempt for their ignorance, and then becomes im- 
tient at their stupidity ; and as the poor negro | 
finishes by persuading himself that a negro is a beast of burden, and 

begins to beat him as he would any other animal, Such acts are not ex- 
clusively confined to the masters; they are also practised by the Euro- 

domestics who are brought to Cuba; and their pride, revolted at the 
sight of domesticity degraded into slavery, renders them insolent mee 


_cruel. Nevertheless, these inconveniences are not insurmountable, 


thousand prejudices have been destroyed by the progress of time and by 
* Las Casas, bishop of Chiafra, __ ee 
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the march of civilization ; a thousand difficulties have been smoothed 
down by the progress of reason. One of the richest estate holders in the 
island, some years since, formed the idea of esta a model sugar 
seccalioticy, to be worked solely by freemen. But at moment when 
it was proposed to bring over a certain number of German colonists for 
this purpose, difficulties were raised by the authorities, and the scheme was 
c led to be abandoned. There is no doubt that the plan would have 
answered could it have been carried into effect. 

Unfortunately the policy which has been hitherto followed has raised 
obstacles which now present a formidable barrier to the substitution of 
free labour for that of slaves. The systems now in operation must be 
modified in accordance with the wants of the day. The Spanish govern- 
ment has been always afraid of foreign interference with her colonies, at 
first from a feeling towards other nations, and afterwards from suggestions 
of a fearful policy, a policy little favourable to liberal ideas. The losses 
and misfortunes of Spain have long since removed all the sentiments of 
envy which she might have inspired, and the changes and reforms already 
poe a in her institutions, promise a happy re-action for the a How- 
ever this may be, Spain, instead of favouring the introduction of colonists 
from the mother-country into Cuba, fearing to diminish her own popula- 
tion, which had been already seriously thinned by former emigrations to 
America, scarcely gave to the colony were then a few adventurers, who fled 
thither to avoid military conscription, and a few merchants, who having 
already derived considerable riches from the island went to reside there 

from gratitude. 

They (the slaves) rarely marry, and the reason is obvious. 
The husband and wife are liable, from one day to another, to be sold, and 
it might happen to different masters ; nor can they ever find anything in 
the shape of domestic happiness, for the children are not their own, but 
the property of their master. The ties of nature are, therefore, with them, 
coutned to the gratification of a sensual passion. Should a negress become 

reguant, the master, if he has any scruples of morality, punishes her by 
Leaping the negro at home; but in general the woman alone is punished ; 
but the punishment is not often a preventive to repetition of the offence, 
nor does it act so as to deter others from being led into the commission of 
the same offence against the laws of morality. 

This punishment for immorality is not, however, general in all parts of 
the ‘island ; for in some parts the female slaves have a premium for every 
child, whether legitimate or not. This regulation, although certainly op- 
posed to the laws of morality, yet is favourable to the increase of the race, 
and tends to ameliorate the condition of the negresses. They no sooner 
show rag er of pregnancy than they are exempt from all laborious 
work, are fed with greater delicacy, and do not resume their habitual occu- 
pations until forty days after their delivery. How different from the con- 
dition of many a poor female in France. For the free labourer a day with- 
out work is a day without pay, and the existence of a poor family depends 
on the labour of its head ; the slave, on the contrary, careless of futurity, 
sees his family provided for, and lives on from day to day in careless in- 
difference. It is a very rare hting to find slaves honest. ‘[hey are inva- 
riably addicted to thieving, and with people who are without any feeling of 
moral principle, the cause is obvious. It is the impunity with which they 
practice it, A master who is robbed hesitates to bring his slave to justice, 
for should he be imprisoned, he would lose his labour and the costs of the 
prosecution. He, therefore, contents himself with reprimanding him, or 
— whipping him, and he recommences again on the first opportunity. 

hey are, however, obliged to work out the amount of the money stolen. 
Their great object is to save up money enough to purchase their freedom. 
Some of them observe the strictest economy, and very soon acquire money 
enough to purchase this boon. Sometimes, not caring about their liberty, 
they d t their savings in the hands of their master, ‘and it frequently 
occurs that after purchasing their emancipation ; they return in a short, time 
and beg their old masters to buy them again. It is not, however, a com- 
mon practice for a colonist to take a slave back in this way, as a very short 
enjoyment of liberty gives them habits ofindolence which are very difficult 
again to eradicate. ; 





A GOOD WITNESS TO A MATERIAL PoINT—A correspondent of 
the Jamaica Morning Journal thus dilates on the alleged want of con- 
tinuous labour there. 

‘‘T maintain that, if an iniquituous slander was ever put upon any people, 
this of the refusal of the negro to workis it. It is slandering te 
out of the little civilization he has, and of all the cunning he boasts of. 
If the assertion were true, human nature would be a libel on the wisdom 
and goodness of the all-wise, I listen not here to the trial of his policy 
on the first obtaining his freedom, when the poor wretch quickly found 
himself in deep waters, as an objection, because that very experience has 

ed his wit. But who are these aasertors of the want of continuous 
Yabour? Alackthe day! Intellect is at a premium since 1834 in Jamaica, 
and the poor noodle of a busha, having lost all his in the whip which was 
then swept away, gives it as his opinion to his no less sapient attorney, 
that the negros will not work continuously! And yet I never knew 
though my experience of the island is large) any one possessing a fair 
share of common sense and resolution who ever talked in this manner. 

_ The real state of the peasantry is this—they have fictitious wants enough 
to induce them to work continuously, if they are fairly treated by their 
employers ; but also they have sense enough not to risk the privileges of 
freedom (and, if you like it, the impertinences of ignorance), beyond the 
bare supply of their present fictitious wants and necessities. There is 
truly a want amongst us—of intellect and gentlemanly principles. Where 
these are so deficient at the upper end of society, what can we look for in 
the wretched negro ?” 


_ Brack pornes iv THE Unrrep Srates.—The senate of Georgia 
has been recommended by its committee-of internal improvement, to 
raise ener by an annual tax of one dollar per head on all slaves between 
the ages of ten and sixty-five years, and of ten dollars per head on all free 
persons of colour residing within the state. Verily, their brow is brass. 


_Sucar in Lovistana.—According to an official statement there 
are 525 sugar estates in Louisiana, employing 40,000 hands and 10,000 
as | the average crop is equal to 70-008 hogsheads of 1000 Ibs., or 

0,000,000 Ibs., and 350,000 gallons molasses. The average value of 
ar is six cents per pound, and molasses twenty cents per gallon.— 

oania Inquirer, 2 we ree on 


. FIVE DANISH SLAVERS. 

orgs ad =. a letter recently received from Denmark, dated 9th 
Mp or 

“ The Portugy é d’Affaires at Altona, named Jos San- 
tos, has dispatched feet of five large well manned Danish shi 
equi his own expense, to the coast of Africa, under the 
pretext of taking possession of an island given him by the Queen 
of Port ; but mag suspicions have been roused by the 
formidable arraying of his ships and the expense that has been 
incurred, as also by the privacy that has been observed as to the 
proceedings of the whole gang. Would any information from us, 
tend to serve the cause, nothing would be more gratify- 
ing to our feelings _to see their nefarious tricks frustrated. 
Jos Santos, we suspect, is an old practitioner at this trade, as he 
has realised a large fortune, and this equipment alone cost him 
upwards of £30,000. There are no passengers, nor yet mer- 
chandise on freight account ; but more than a full complement of 
men, with doctors handsomely paid, and bound down to secrecy. 
The ships sailed from Altona ten days ago.” 





SLAVERY IN BRITISH INDIA. 


Tue following extract of a recent letter to the rev. J. Peggs, from 
the rev. H. Beddy, a missionary in India, affords independent 
confirmation of the statements derived from other sources, 


With regard to slavery in this part, it is a fact that cannot be 
denied, and it exists under the full sanction of the government— 
that is, domestic slavery. I suppose there is not an Hindoo or 
Mohammedan family in the country ssed of the means of 
support that has not slaves in it, particularly females. The only 
impediment to purchase them is, that you must not buy out of 
the purgunnah, or district, in which you live. <A servant of mine, 
contrary to my positive orders, bought a female child for five or 
six rupees some eighteen or twenty months ago. It happened 
that the woman who sold the child had stolen her. The mother, 
finding out the thief, lodged a complaint with the magistrate, and 
the man was compelled to pay a fine of fifty rupees and to give 
up the child, not because he had bought, but because the child 
et sg to be stolen, or at least it was said so. Among the 
wealthy natives slaves are in abundance. Some few years ago, 
as I was sitting in my chapel, a native woman ran into it, and 
claimed my protection. I found she was a slave woman, be- 
longing to a , from whom she had ran away. Not knowin 
the law, I wrote to Mr. Morris, the judge, to afford her an 
myself protection. He wrote me word he had no power ;_ that it 
was probable the owner would threaten me with an action ; but 
that, if I thought well of it, I might keep her, as the threat 
would not be put into execution. She remained with us for 
some time, but subsequently left, not being able to act 
according to her vicious propensities. It is true that slaves 
are by many treated with kindness, but it is only 
true that Bay Cog slaves in every acceptation of the word. 
They descend from father to son, just as they do in America, and 
as they did in Jamaica. Cruelties are practised on female slaves 
to an alarming extent.” 








BAPTIST UNION, 


The following resolutions were passed unanimously during the 
recent annual session of this body. 

1, That the Baptist Union retains its frequently declared 
solicitude for the universal enjoyment of human rights, as defined 
and ordained by the Creator; and rejoices in the accelerating 

rogress of correct sentiments on this subject, not only in England, 

t also in all other nations. 

2. That the menbers of this Union rejoice in the rapidity with 
which the lingering elements of oppression in Jamaica are dis- 
appearing, amidst, the good behaviour of the emancipated classes, 
and the wide diffusion of evangelical truth ; and that they regard 
the progress of the 1 in ‘that island as a clear and experi- 
mental proof, that undisturbed liberty is most congenial with the 
extension of Christianity. 

3. The brethren unfeignedly rejoice to learn, that the results 
of emancipation in the British colonies have already led other na- 
tions of Europe to prepare for a similar change in their depen- 
dencies. 7 

4. The members of this Union have heard with approbation 
and thankfulness of the advances of their brethren and coadjutors 
in the work of emancipation on the continent of America, and 
trust that the present crisis will lead to important results in that 
country ; and, although prevented from uniting with the conven- 
tion now meeting at Baltimore, this Union earnestly implores a 
bountiful bestowment of Divine grace, so to guide its deliberations 
and sustain its measures, that by their efforts the moral power of 
the church may be employed in establishing universal liberty. 

5. This Union affectionately commends to the prayers and 
assistance of all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, such operations of 
benevolence as may lead to the final annihilation of slavery and 
the slave-trade throughout the world. 
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“Je-Strand and Ciiy of Westminster, at 13, Catherine Street, Strand, as aforessid: 
Sold by W. Evererr, 16, Finch Lane, Cornhill, July 28th, 1841. 

















